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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
U.  S.  D.  A.  WAR  BOARD, 


A  State  College,'  New  Mexico  \  ^ 

J(l  8  March  4,  1944  /  ^  RECEIVED 

1944  AAA  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM  5jF.pt.    r  v-°^ 


„0<*®  FARM  WAR  NEWS     \  <•  ?      .if     NO.  .80 


"Our  conservation  program  for  1944  will  be  devoted  to  production  practices 
which  will  yield  immediate  production  increases  while  giving  maximum  protection  to 
our  soil  resources,"  j  County  AAA  Chairman,  said  today. 

"This  year  the  AAA  Conservation  Program  is  substantially  the  same  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past,  except  that  farmers  and  ranchers  will  be  paid  for  performing  ap- 
proved practices  to  the  full  extent  of  their  conservation  needs  instead  of  being 
limited  to  a  -specified  amount  of  payment,"  said. 

.  indicated  that  he  hopes  farmers  and  ranchers  in  the  county  will 


be  giving  serious  consideration  to  their  farm  plans  for  1944,  so  that  when  the  time 
comes  for  them  to  sign  their  1944  Farm  Plans  they  will  have  tentative  plans  already 
mapped  out. 


ATTENTION! 


Don't  forget  that  March  31  is  the  deadline  for  signing  applications  for  pay- 
ments for  1943  AAA  practices. 


RACC  LOANS 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wickard  has  designated  New  Mexico  as  one  of  the  states 
where  Regional  Agricultural  Credit  Corporation  loans  may  be  made  for  essential  food 
and  crop  production  in  1944,  Fred  L.  O'Cheskey,  .Chairman  of  the  New  Mexico  State  1:car 
Board,  announced  today.    O'Cheskey  said  this  action  has  been  taken  upon  recommenda-' 
tion  of  the  War  Board. 

The  War  Board  Chairman  pointed  out  that  most  producers  who  need  credit  to  meet 
their  share  of  the  1944-  food  goals  will  go  to  production  credit  associations,  com- 
mercial banks  and  agricultural  credit  corporations.    RACC  loans  will  be  available 
only  to  those  who  cannot  obtain  credit  from  these  sources  or  the  Farm  Security  Ad- 
ministration and  the  Emergency  Crop  Loan  Office  sufficient  to  finance  the  full  pro- 
duction which  they  plan  and  are  equipped  to  carry  out. 

Purposes  for  which  the  RACC  loans  may  be  made  include  production  of  beans;  feed 
and  forage  crops,  poultry,  and  milk. 

The  primary  objective  of  the  RACC  loan  program,  O'Cheskey  explained,  is  to  pro- 
vide adequate  credit  for  production  of  these  special  crops  essential  to  the  war  ef- 
fort.   He  also  stated  that  loans  will  not  be  made  to  establish  dairy  herds  or  pur- 
chase other  livestock  except  where  additional  animals  are  needed  to  round  out  the 
farm  unit. 

RACC  loans  will  carry  full  personal  liability  according  to  O'Cheskey,  and  will 
bear  interest  at  5^-  percent  for  the  actual  time  the  money  is  outstanding  on  the 
actual  amount  used.    In  addition,  \  percent  will  be  deducted  for  inspection  fees  and 
service  charges. 


Application' blanks  for  the  RA.CC  loans  will  be  available  at  county  war  board 
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F5ED  WHEAT  ALLOCATIONS 

More  efficient  and  equitable  distribution  of  feed  wheat  is  expected  through  the 
WA's  allocation  plan  under  which  regional  offices  of  CCC  will  supply  Feed  "/heat 
Allocation  Certificates  to  eligible  purchasers  of  feed  wheat  on  the  basis  of  "volume 
of  1943  sales  and  relative  feed  requirements  and  supplies  available  in  the  pur- 
chaser's area.  - 

Through  the  certificates,  direct  purchases  may  be  made  from  the  Corporation  or 
from  approved  warehousemen  to  whom  it  will  furnish  feed,  wheat.     It  will  be  sold 
through  grain  distributors  to  carlot  purchasers  at  the  established  county  prices 
without  the  addition  of  any  merchandising  charges  which  will  be  trade  possible  by 
allowance  of  stipulated  merchandising  fees  to  distributors  by  CCC.     To  offset  ex- 
pense of  fees,  the  price  of  feed  wheat  will  be  increased  1  cent  per  bushel  on  all 
sales  and  shipments  made  on  or  after  March  1,  until  further  notice.     This  charge 
is  expected  to  result  in  greater  participation  of  the  grain  trade  in  the  -distribu- 
tion of  feed  wheat  and  more  prompt  filling  of  orders. 

WHEAT  SURPLUS  GONE  «  *' 

War  production  through  feeding  of  record  livestock  numbers  and  industrial  alcoh 
manufacture  has  consumed  any  stocks  of  Wheal;  in  the  U.  S.  which  might  be  termed 
"surplus,"  the  3ureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  reports. 


Next  July  1  BAE  figures  that  we  will  have, only  about  300-million  bushels  of  wheat 
compared  with  over  600-million  on  July  1  in  3ach  of  the  past  two  years  when  the 
Nation's  bins  groaned  under  the  weight  of  huge  carryovers  and  the  new  harvest..  This 
would  compare  with  carryovers  of  385-million  in  1941,  280-million  in  1940,  and  the 
10-year  (1932-41)  average  of  246- ,M1  lion . 

Wheat  stocks  in  the  U.  S.  on  January  1  totaled  810  million  bushels  compared  with 
the  all-time  record  a  year  earlier  of  1,158-million  and  the  1935-42  average  ©f 
593-million« 

Feeding  record  numbers  of  animals  has  not  only  used  up  a  large  corn  reserve,  but 
also  played  a  major  role  in  reduction  of  wheat  supplies.  Industrial  alcohol  producec 
from  wheat  is  used  to  produce  such  war  essentials  as  synthetic  rubber,  smokeless 
powder,  and  shatterproof  glass. 

OmiEAL  ALLOCATION 

Allocation  of  132,000  tons  of  oilseed  meal  for  directed  distribution  during 
March  compared  with  140,000  tons  for  February  has  been  announced  by  the  War  Food 
Administration.    New  Mexico's  allocation  .for  March  is  4002  tons*    The  oilseed  meal 
on  which  V.TA  directs  distribution  comes  from  the  20  percent  which  processors  are 
required  to  set  aside  from  their  production  and  from  meal  produced  from  midwest  soy- 
beans by  southern  processors  under  contract  with  the  CCC.     Processors  move  the  bulk 
of  their  production  —  80$  —  through  their  regular  trade  channels. 

FOR  MEN  MOST  EAT 

A  Russian  general,  who  fought  at  Stalingrad,  tells  that  the  Germans  in  their 
retreat  abandoned  huge  stores  of  munitions  of  every  sort,  except  food.     The  enemy 
never  abandoned  food,  he  said,  even  in  the  desperation  of  his  greatest  defeat. 

TIRE  SHORTAGE  WARNING 

Farmers  are  urged  by  the  Office  of  the  Rubber  Director  to  put  extra  stress  on 
conservation  of  tires  during  summer  and  fall  months  because  production  of  truck  and 


tractor  tires  will  be  limited  for  quite  some  time,  due  to  shortages  of  tire-making 
facilities  and  rayon  cord.  The  date  is  very  indefinite  when  .full  requirements  for" 
the  armed  forces,  agriculture.,  and  civilian  trucking  and  transportation  can  be  met. 

Efforts  are  being"  made  to  fill  the  gap  by  holding  production  of  passenger  tires 
to  about  a  million  per  month  to  conserve  supplies  of  tire  cord  and  Buna  S  for  heavy 
duty  tires.    Passenger  tire  production  will  be  increased  later  in  the  year  to  bring 
the  total  output  to  between  l&  and  24  million  tires--far.  short -of  the  30  million 
previously  estimated  to  be  minimum  requirements,  but  sufficient  to  keep  essential 
cars  on  the  highways*    The  Rubber  Director  urges  farmers  and  others  to  keep  within 
the  35-mile-per-hour  range,  to  recap  tires  promptly,  and  to  form  more  car  and  truck 
pools.  "'    "     •    •'  ■    ,      ...       :  :   ;  .    .  -~y.fi  ft    •'  ;'•  * 

ANOTHER  REASON  FOR  GROWING  MORE  IN  '44 

Food  and  other  agricultural  products  delivered  for  export  under  lend-lease  in 
1943  totaled  11,488,000  pounds,  nearly  double  1942  deliveries* 


Here's  how  the  deliveries  were  divided  in  .December :  sugar  19%,  meats  22%, 

dairy  products  12%,  fats  and  oils  (excluding  butter)  11%,  grain  and  seeds  17%, 

vegetables  8%,  dried  eggs  3%,-  fruits  4%,  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  3%,  and  non- 
food stuffs  1%.              ,                                   •  ■■  .... 


Here's  where  they  were  going:     British  Empire  42%,  Russia  51%,  Worth  Africa  5%, 
and  Greece,  West  Africa,  and  Netherlands ,'  combined,  2%. 

GET  MORE  FROM  THE- PASTURE  IN  '44  . 

♦ 

Scarcity  of  grain  and  protein  feed  in  relation  to  record  numbers  of  livestock 
places  emphasis  on  conservation  practices  that  will  increase  feed  available  for 
grazing  animals. 

Dairymen  are  urged  by  the  'War  Food  "Administration  to  obtain  maximum  feed  re- 
turns from  their -1944'  pasture  and  forage  crops  to  meet  increased  requirements  for 
dairy  products.    Requirements  have  gone  up  since  goals  were  set,  but  milk  production 
is  considerably  below  the  level  needed  to  meet  the  goal. 


§ 


MORE  CITY  INCOME :    MORE  FARM  MARKET 


Comparison  of  food  purchases  by  city  families  'with  -,-3500  incomes  and  city 
families  with  $1250  incomes  shoWs '-that  the  highe'r  income  families  eat  '80%  more  fruit, 
50%  more  meat,  40%  more  dairy  products,  25%  more  vegetables,  and  20%  more  eggs,  ac- 
cording to  a  recent  Government  study. 

BEEF  RESPONSIBILITY  EXTENDED 

Responsibility  for  meeting  military  meat  requirements  will  be  shared  by  more 
packers  after  April  1  when  beef  sot-aside  provisions  will  affect  all  packers  who 
slaughter  more  than  51  cattle  a  week  that  produce  "army  style"  beef.  Federal 
inspection  will  be  necessarjr  on  the  beef  required  to  be  set  aside.     It  is  estimated 
that  this  set-aside  extension  will  incrc.se  the  supply  of  beef  going  to  the  armed 
forces  only  5  to  10  percent.     Set-aside  regulations  now  in  effect  require  packers 
who  operate  under  Federal  inspection  to  reserve  for  Government  purchase  at  least 
50  percent  of  all  U.  S.  Choice,  Good,   Commercial,  and  Utility  Grades  of  steer  and 
heifer  beef  that  meets  army  specifications. 

VICfCRY  GARDENING  IS  WAR  WORK 


The  .fact  that  we  now  have  an  adequate  supply  of  most  processed  vegetables  is 
due  very  largely  to  victory  garden  production,  War  Food  Administrator  Jones  points 
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out.    "G-row  more  in  '44, "  he  urges  gardeners  who  have  been  asked  to  produce  22 
million  gardens  and  10  million  tons  of  food  in  1944  compared  -with  20  million  gardens 
and  8  million  tons  of  food  in  1943.    Importance  of  the  victory  garden  program  is 
3mpha sized  by  the  fact  that  ix  st  year  these  gardens  produced  more  than  40  percent 
of  all  vegetables  grown  for  fresh  comsumption  in  the  United  States.    "The  production 
of  food  from  the  victory  garden  is  not  its  only  value,"  Jones  advises,  since  it 
saves  critical  transportation,  containers,  and  manpower. 

BRIEFS 

In  1943,  2  percent  more  U.  S.  cows  produced  about  3  percent  less  milk  than  in 

1942. 

*f*     «t*     *^  \ 

The  number  of  milking  machines  on  farms  in  1942  was  about  253,000.  This  in- 
creased to  about  330,000  in  1943,  and  a  further  increase  of  about  40,000  machines 
is  in  prospect  for  1944. 

T      ?r      T  T 

This  is  the  first  year  since  1924  that  the  number  of  milk  stock  was  below  that  , 
of  other  cattle — 40,868,000  head  on  January  1  compared  with  41,324,000  for  other 
cattle.  * 

*  *  *  * 

Chicken  numbers  increased  in  every  State  last  year  except  Arizona,  New  Mexico,, 
Florida,  and  Kentucky. 

*  *  *  * 

To  facilitate  the  breeding  of  better  barleys  for  different  parts  of  the  country, 
the  US  DA.  maintains  a  collection  of  about  4,000  established  varieties  and  strains 
from  all  over  the  world.  .  The  only  larger  collection  is  one  in  Russia. 

*  *  *  * 

There 1 s  more  protein,  pound  for  pound,  from  the  meat  of  cuts  of  hogs  averaging 
175  pounds  than  from  those  weighing  250  pounds,  but  a  pound  of  meat  from  the  ' 
heavier  hogs  contains  more  calories  of  energy  value,  Department  of  Agriculture 
scientists  have  discovered. 
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